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ChristmaHana  

and Solstice, too! 

December 5 & 6, 2009 

(tentative) 
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Mission Statement  

     The Rainbow Womenôs Chorus works together to develop musical excellence in an atmos-

phere of mutual support and respect. We perform publicly for the entertainment, education 

and cultural enrichment of our audiences and community. We sing to enhance the esteem of 

all women, to celebrate diversity, to promote peace and freedom and to touch peopleôs hearts 

and lives.  
 

Our Story  
     The Rainbow Womenôs Chorus is a nonprofit corporation governed by the Action Circle, a 

group of women dedicated to realizing the organizationôs mission. Chorus members began 

singing together in 1996, presenting concerts in venues such as Le Petit Trianon Theatre, the 

San Jose Repertory Theater, Triton Museum, and even the San Jose Center for the Performing 

Arts. The chorus also per-

forms at church services, 

d i ve rs i ty  ce leb rat ions , 

awards ceremonies, commu-

nity meetings and private 

events. Rainbow Womenôs 

Chorus is a member of the 

Gay and Lesbian Association 

of Choruses and was the 

proud co -host of GALAôs Fes-

tival 2000. In 2004, RWC 

participated in GALA Festival 

VIIe in Montreal. In February 

2006, members of RWC sang 

with a dozen other choruses 

at a benefit at Carnegie Hall 

in NYC, Timothy Selig conducting. In July, 2008, RWC attended the eighth GALA Choruses 

Festival in Miami, Florida, with about 5000 other GALA singers from around the world.  
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Ruth Huber, Co - Director, Composer - in - Residence  

Ruth Huber was instrumental in founding both RWC and Tapestry Singers 

(the Austin Womenôs Chorus). She holds three music degrees, including a 

Masters in Composition from the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, has 

studied conducting at San Jose State University, and currently serves as 

Music Director at Metropolitan Community Church of San Jose. An award -

winning singer and composer, her choral music is published by Yelton Rho-

des Music, and her latest CD, ñSpirit of Nurture,ò is available online by vis-

it ing ht tp : / /www.cdbaby.com/cd /

ruthhuber. She teaches piano and voice 

and resides in San Jose with her newly 

wedded wife and partner of 25 years, 

Brenda Meng.  

Betsy Wagner, Co - Director  

Betsy Wagner has a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Music Education with a dual major in voice 

and piano from Louisiana Tech University in 

Ruston, LA. She has been teaching music to 

students in grades K -12 for 24 years. Since 

coming to the Bay Area in 1990, she has built 

an award -winning choir program at Morrill 

Middle School in San Jose. Betsy has been singing with the Rainbow Womenôs 

Chorus since 1997 and has been co -director since 2000. She creates the chore-

ography for RWC performances and, in the fall of 2003, helped found RWCôs 

small ensemble, Vocal InFusion. According to her mom, her natural musical abil-

ity showed up at the early age of two, when she played ñTwinkle, Twinkle Little 

Starò by ear on her toy piano. 

Doug Forsyth, Accompanist  

Doug Forsyth joined RWC as accompanist in 1998. He graduated 

from Willamette University in Salem, Oregon, with a Bachelor of 

Arts degree in Music, concentrating on piano performance. He 

has performed as a singer and an instrumentalist with the Silicon 

Valley Gay Menôs Chorus, and he has accompanied numerous 

other performers and choruses. With his characteristic good hu-

mor, Doug says, ñRainbow Womenôs Chorus has offered me 

many musical challenges with these concerts.ò He is appreciated 

by both chorus and directors for his unfailing musicianship.  
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